
Legends of Odisha
Of all the regional cultures, Odisha or the ancient Kalinga 

played a very conspicuous and vital role in the cultural matrix of 
Indian civilization. From the time immemorial Odisha has attracted 
a large number of scholars, artists and tourists. 

Kantakabi Lakshmikanta Mohapatra was born at Bakharabad, 
Cuttack on 09.12.1888. He hailed from the family of freedom fi ghters 
and received the honour of Kantakabi in 1934. From his childhood, 
he was fond of songs, music, drama and literature. By cruel blow of 
destiny, he was affected by leprosy; but it could not prevent him from 
pursuing his creative writing. He contributed to all aspects of literary 
world of Odia literature. He has written beautiful parodies, the most 
famous among them is “Chataka Chandra Hasa Champu”. Kantakabi 
used to encourage young writers through his magazine, “Dagara”, 
which was being published from Bhadrak, Odisha. 

When the freedom movement led by Mahatma Gandhi gripped 
the entire nation, Kantakabi through his patriotic songs used to 
enthuse the masses. He also actively participated in the movement of 
unifi cation of Odia speaking areas and penned down “Bande Utkal 
Janani”, the song which has been accorded the State Anthem by the 
Odisha State. He breathed his last on 24.02.1953. He lives in the heart 
of Odia people through his immortal work. 

Born on 08.01.1926 at Raghurajpur village in Puri, Kelucharan 
Mohapatra, is widely known as father of architect of Odissi dance. 
The story of his artistic experience touches all the salient features of 
the cultural life of Odisha and has become the story of growth and 
recognition of ‘Odissi style’ as one of the classical dances of India. 

Fondly known as Guruji, he established himself as a dancer 
and choreographer with the Annapurna “B” Theatre in Cuttack in 
1940. He established his own distinct style and developed further 
dances in a systematic and precise manner. He travelled widely for 
popularizing Odissi dance and was associated with Odissi Research 
Centre in Bhubaneswar for more than a decade. 

In 1966, Guruji received the prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award. He was conferred with Padmashree in 1974 and Padma 
Bhushan in 1988. In 1993, Guruji established “Srjan” in Bhubaneswar, 
as a humble offering to dance, music and rich national ethos. 
Throughout his lifetime, he made over 200 solo compositions and 
about 50 dance ballets to his credit and over 5000 students from 
across the world learned Odissi dance from him. For him, dance was 
a Sadhana and teaching, a Dharma. His demise on 07.04.2004 was a 
personal loss to many worldwide, who knew him through his dance 
and love for national ethos. His legacy lives on. 

Parbati Ghose a.k.a. Chapala and Chandana was a legend in 
the Odia Film Industry. She was born in Cuttack, Odisha in 1942. She 

came from a family rich in culture and education. She got indulged 
with dancing lessons from great exponents like Guru Kelucharan 
Mohapatra, Guru Dayal Sharma and Guru Suresh Routray. From a 
very young age she participated in a lot of social causes and State 
celebrations like Rabindra Jayanti. She got involved in All India Radio 
and participated in the social and cultural programmes of the Praja 
Socialist Party. 

The huge success of the movie “Sri Jagannath” was defi ning 
moment of her long and memorable career. In 1953, she was offered 
the lead role in “Amari Gaan Jhua” opposite Gour Ghose. In 1956, she 
played a leading role in “Bhai Bhai” a sensitive story of division of 
caste and wealth. She also acted in National award winning movies 
“Laxmi” in 1962, “Kaa” in 1965 and “Stree” in 1968. Later, she kept 
her passion alive through acting in TV serials and Radio plays and 
soon conferred the top most status in both. She also made short 
fi lms like “Sankalp”, “Surakhya” and “Amari Gaan” for Family 
Welfare Department, Government of Odisha. She breathed her last 
on 12.02.2018, leaving behind her imprint and legacy in the Odia Film 
Industry.

The music of Akshya Kumar Mohanty combined the nativeness 
of Odisha in all its forms – folk, classical and emerging. He was the 
most sought after music Director of Odia Film Industry who is widely 
known for his romantic songs. He was also a singer of repute and 
a lyricist. He experimented with themes and his creation started a 
new cult of ballads in Odia, such as “Kanchi Abhijana”, “Randipua 
Ananta” and “Konark Gatha”. 

Born on 12.10.1937, Akshya Kumar Mohanty has written more 
than 4000 songs, sung over 8000 songs and composed music in 
106 feature fi lms. His literary work also includes 100 short stories, 
12 novels and an autobiography. His writings were crisp, direct 
and bold. He was a master storyteller in Odia language. He is also 
known for his peppy youthful songs like “Jaare Bhasi Bhasi Ja”. His 
literary work also refl ects the sensitivity and depth of an artist to do 
justice to the complex feelings and emotions. His immortal songs and 
compositions remain the most heard and revered Odia songs among 
the younger generation also. He passed away on 17.11.2002. 
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vksfM'kk dh egku foHkwfr;ka
Hkkjr dh fofo/k {ks=h; laL—fr;ksa esa ls ,d] vksfM'kk] ftls çkphu le; 

esa dfyax ds uke ls tkuk tkrk Fkk] dh Hkwfedk Hkkjrh; lH;rk ds lkaL—frd 
rkus&ckus esa eq[kj ,oa vR;ar egRoiw.kZ jgh gSA çkphu dky ls gh vksfM'kk] cM+h 
la[;k esa fo}kuksa] dykdkjksa ,oa lSykfu;ksa dks vkdf"kZr djrk jgk gSA 

dkardfo y{ehdkar egkik= dk tUe 09-12-1888 dks ck[kjkckn] dVd esa 
gqvkA os] Lora=rk lsukfu;ksa ds ifjokj ls FksA 1934 esa y{ehdkar th dks dkardfo 
dh mikf/k çnku dh xbZA dkardfo y{ehdkar th dks cpiu ls gh xhr] laxhr] 
ukVd ,oa lkfgR; esa vR;ar #fp FkhA nqHkkZX;o'k os dq"B jksx ls ihfM+r gks x,] ijarq 
mUgksaus jpukRed ys[ku dk;Z tkjh j[kkA y{ehdkar th us mfM+;k lkfgR; txr dh 
lHkh fo/kkvksa esa jpuk,a fy[khA mUgksaus mPp dksfV ds vusd gkL;O;aX; Hkh fy[ksA 
buesa ls lcls çfl) ^*pVd paæ gkl paiw** gSA dkardfo] Hkæd ls çdkf'kr gksus 
okyh viuh if=dk ^*Mxj** ds ek/;e ls ;qok ys[kdksa dks Hkh çksRlkfgr djrs FksA 

tc egkRek xka/kh ds usr`Ro esa Lora=rk vkanksyu dh vkx iwjs ns'k esa QSy jgh 
Fkh] ml le; dkardfo] ns'kHkfä dh Hkkouk ls vksr&çksr vius xhrksa ls tuekul 
esa mRlkg dk lapkj dj jgs FksA mUgksaus mfM+;k Hkk"kh {ks=ksa ds ,dhdj.k ds fy, 
vkanksyu esa Hkh c<+&p<+ dj Hkkx fy;kA dkardfo y{ehdkar egkik= us ^^oans mRdy 
tuuh** xhr dh jpuk dhA bl xhr dks vksfM'kk jkT; }kjk jkT;xku dk ntkZ fn;k 
x;k gSaA 24-02-1953 dks y{ehdkar th dk fu/ku gks x;k gS] ijarq vkt Hkh os viuh 
vej jpukvksa dh cnkSyr mfM+;k yksxksa ds fnyksa esa okl djrs gSaA 

08-01-1926 dks iqjh ds j?kqjktiqj xkao esa tUes dsywpj.k egkik= dks vksfM'kh 
u`R; 'kSyh ds tud ds :i esa tkuk tkrk gSA dykdkj ds :i esa muds vuqHko] 
vksfM'kk ds lkaL—frd thou dh lHkh fo'ks"krkvksa dks lesVs gq, gSa rFkk Hkkjr ds 
'kkL=h; u`R; ds :i esa] ^vksfMlh 'kSyh* ds fodkl vkSj çflf) dh dgkuh dgrs gSaA 

xq:th ds uke ls lqfo[;kr dsywpj.k egkik= us 1940 esa vUuiw.kkZ  
^*ch** fFk;sVj esa ,d urZd ,oa u`R; funsZ'kd ds :i esa viuh igpku cukbZA mUgksaus 
viuh fof'k"V 'kSyh fodflr dh vkSj lqfu;ksftr :i ls vkSj ckjhfd;ksa ls lqlfTtr 
u`R; 'kSyh dk fodkl fd;kA vksfMlh u`R; dks yksdfç; cukus ds mís'; ls mUgksaus 
ns'k&fons'k dh ;k=k dh vkSj ,d n'kd ls Hkh vf/kd le; rd os] Hkqous'oj fLFkr 
vksfMlh vuqla/kku dsaæ ls tqM+s jgsA 

1966 esa xq: dsywpj.k dks çfrf"Br laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj çnku 
fd;k x;kA  rRi'pkr~ 1974 esa mUgsa in~eJh rFkk 1988 esa in~e Hkw"k.k iqjLdkj 
ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA 1993 esa xq: th us Hkqous'oj esa u`R;] laxhr vkSj Hkkjr 
dh le`) jk"Vªh; laL—fr dks lefiZr u`R;okl ^l`tu* dh LFkkiuk dhA vius 
thoudky esa mUgksaus 200 ls vf/kd ,dy ,oa yxHkx 50 u`R; xkFkkvksa dk l`tu 
fd;kA ns'k&fons'k ds 5000 ls vf/kd f'k";ksa us muls vksfMlh u`R; dh f'k{kk xzg.k 
dhA xq: th ds fy, u`R;] lk/kuk ,oa u`R; dh f'k{kk] /keZ Lo:i FkhA 07-04-2004 
dks xq: th dk fu/ku gks x;kA u`R; ,oa jk"Vªh; laL—fr ds çfr çse ds fy, 
lqçfl) xq:th dk fu/ku] fo'oHkj ds dyk ikjf[k;ksa ds fy, O;fäxr {kfr Fkh] 
ijarq mudh le`) fojklr vkt Hkh ltho gSA 

ikoZrh ?kks"k mQZ piyk vkSj panuk] mfM+;k fQYe txr dh ,d egku foHkwfr 
FkhaA mudk tUe 1942 esa dVd] mM+hlk esa gqvkA os] laL—fr ,oa f'k{kk ds {ks= esa 

le`) ifjokj ls rkYyqd j[krh FkhaA mUgksaus] xq: dsywpj.k egkik=] xq: n;ky 
'kekZ vkSj xq: lqjs'k jkm=s tSls egku xq#vksa ls u`R; dh f'k{kk yhA ;qokoLFkk ls gh 
mUgksaus vusd lkekftd dk;ksaZ vkSj johaæ t;arh tSls ljdkjh lekjksgksa esa Hkh Hkkx 
fy;kA ikoZrh ?kks"k vkdk'kok.kh ls Hkh tqM+h gqbZ FkhA mUgksaus çtk lkekftd ikVhZ ds 
lkekftd ,oa lkaL—frd dk;ZØeksa esa Hkh Hkkx fy;kA 

^*Jh txUukFk** uked fQYe dh vikj lQyrk] ikoZrh ?kks"k th ds yacs ,oa 
;knxkj dSfj;j dk mRd"kZ FkkA 1953 esa mUgksaus xkSj ?kks"k ds lkFk ^vkekjh xkuk 
>qvk* esa eq[; ukf;dk dh Hkwfedk vnk dhA 1956 esa mUgksaus tkfr ,oa laifr ds 
vk/kkj ij foHkkftr lekt dh eeZLi'khZ xkFkk ^HkkbZ&HkkbZ* esa eq[; ukf;dk dk 
fdjnkj fuHkk;kA mUgksaus jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fQYeksa tSls y{eh ¼1962½] 
dk ¼1965½ vkSj L=h ¼1968½ esa Hkh dke fd;kA ckn esa] mUgksaus Vhoh /kkjkokfgdksa 
vkSj jsfM;ks ukVdksa ds tfj, vius bl 'kkSd dks tkjh j[kk vkSj tYn gh ;gka Hkh 
loksZPp LFkku çkIr fd;kA mUgksaus ifjokj dY;k.k foHkkx] vksfM'kk ljdkj ds fy, 
ladYi] lqj[;k vkSj vkejh xku tSlh y?kq fQYesa Hkh cukbZaA mUgksaus 12-02-2018 
dks vafre lkal yh] ijarq mudh le`) fojklr us mfM+;k fQYe m|ksx ds Qyd 
ij vfeV Nki NksM+h gSA 

v{k; dqekj egkfUr ds laxhr esa] vksfM'kk ds laxhr dh yksd vkSj 'kkL=h; 
'kSyh ds lkFk&lkFk ubZ  mHkjrh 'kSfy;ksa dk cstksM+ esy gS] ftlesa [kkl vksfM'kk dh 
ekVh dh lqxa/k gSA os mfM+;k fQYe txr ds tkus&ekus laxhr funsZ'kd Fks] ftUgsa 
muds :ekuh xhrksa ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA os ,d çfrf"Br xk;d vkSj laxhrdkj 
Hkh FksA mUgksaus çpfyr fo"k;ksa ds lkFk ç;ksx dj mfM+;k esa ,d ubZ le`) ijaijk dk 
lw=ikr fd;k] ftlesa dkaph] vfHkKku] jkanhiqvk vuar vkSj dks.kkdZ xkFkk 'kkfey gSaA 

12-10-1937 dks tUes v{k; dqekj egkfUr us 4000 ls vf/kd xhr fy[ks] 
8000 ls vf/kd xhr xk, vkSj 106 fQYeksa esa laxhr fn;kA muds lkfgfR;d dk;Z 
esa 100 y?kq dgkfu;ka] 12 miU;kl vkSj ,d vkRedFkk 'kkfey gSA mudh jpuk,a 
pqVhyh] Li"Vokfnrk ,oa fuHkhZdrk ls ifjiw.kZ gSaA os mfM+;k Hkk"kk ds egku dFkkdkj 
FksA mUgsa muds tks'khys o ;qok mRlkg ls Hkjs xhrksa tSls ^*tkjs Hkklh Hkklh tk** 
ds fy, Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA mudh lkfgfR;d jpukvksa esa ml laosnu'khyrk vkSj 
xgjkbZ dh >yd feyrh gS] tks tfVy ekuoh; euksHkkoksa dks mdsjus ds fy, vR;ar 
vko';d gSaA muds vej xhr ,oa jpuk,a] ubZ ih<+h esa Hkh lcls vf/kd lqus vkSj 
ilan fd, tkus okys mfM+;k xhrksa esa fxus tkrs gSaA 17-11-2002 dks v{k; egkfUr 
dk fu/ku gks x;kA 

Mkd foHkkx] vksfM'kk dh bu egku foHkwfr;ksa ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdVksa dk lsV 
tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gS] ftUgksaus u dsoy vksfM'kk dh dyk 
,oa laL—fr ds {ks=ksa  esa vewY; ;ksxnku fn;k] cfYd Hkkjrh; ewY;ksa ,oa laL—fr dks 
varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij Hkh igpku fnykbZA
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